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Jude; Revelation 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

JUDE 

Title, Author, and Date 

 Jude is name for its author, Jude, the half-brother of Jesus 

 It is the fourth shortest NT book 

 The book was written likely between 65-80 A.D. 

Background 

 Jude lived at a time when Christianity was under severe political attack from Rome and aggressive infiltration 

from false teachers 

Themes/Features/Characteristics of Jude 

 Relationship to 2 Peter 

 Most of Jude is included in 2 Peter, but word-for-word agreements are less common than a general 

agreement in thought and vocabulary 

 It is difficult to determine which writer borrowed from the other or whether both may have utilized a third 

source 

 Like 2 Peter, Jude speaks against false teachers who have penetrated the church; the particular false teachings 

receive no detailed description or rebuttal, but the heretics themselves draw vehement criticism 

 False Teachers 

 In vivid terms Jude describes both the wickedness of the false teachers and their doom by citing past 

examples of divine judgment: the generation of Israel that perished in the wilderness for their faithless ways, 

the fallen angels, and Sodom and Gomorrah. 

 The false teachers practiced lust, rebellion, and irreverence 

 Warning 

 Jude charged the false teachers not only with sinful lifestyles, but also with leading others astray 

 Jude condemns all who turn away from faith in Christ and urges believers to contend for the faith 

 The church must rigorously defend biblical truth 

 The Use of 1 Enoch and The Assumption of Moses 

 Jude identified Enoch as the source for one of his statements and also to The Assumption of Moses regarding 

another incident 

 These books are “pseudepigraphical” in that it is likely that neither Enoch nor Moses wrote either of them 

 Jude’s use of these extra-biblical books was selective and not meant to extend special authority to those 

texts; Paul followed the same pattern in quoting or referring to nonbiblical authors (Acts 17:28; 1 Cor. 

15:33; Titus 1:12) 
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REVELATION 

Title, Author, and Date 

 The Apostle John is the author of Revelation, which means “an uncovering” or “an unveiling” 

 “Revelation” refers to something or someone, once hidden, becoming visible; this book reveals Jesus in all His 

glory 

 Revelation was written in the last decade of the first century, around 94-96 A.D. 

Background 

 Revelation begins with John, the last surviving apostle and an old man, in exile on the small, barren island of 

Patmos, located in the Aegean Sea southwest of Ephesus. 

 The Roman authorities had banished him there because of his faithful preaching of the gospel. 

 While on Patmos, John received a series of visions that laid out the future history of the world. 

Themes/Features/Characteristics of Revelation 

 Apocalyptic Style 

 Revelation uses highly symbolic language for the description of visions. 

 The extravagant figures of speech used throughout Revelation may sound strange to modern ears, but they 

convey the cosmic proportions of the described events far more effectively than normal language could.  The 

strange figures compare in style to the creations of our own cartoonists, which we readily accept and 

understand. 

 Eschatology (end times) 

 Obviously, Revelation is the only NT book devoted primarily to the end times 

 Its eschatology is focused on Christ; apart from the Gospels, Revelation is the most Christ-Centered book in 

the NT 

 Revelation gives the fullest description of heaven in the entire Bible and does so in a way designed to 

envelope Genesis 1-2 with the New Heaven and New Earth—one garden (place of perfection) to another 

 Judgment 

 Revelation describes the future judgment of God against unrepentant sinners, the Antichrist, the fallen 

angels, and Satan 

 The rationale for these incredible judgments is always the sin problem 

 The human race is sinful 

 God ultimately and finally deals with sin 

 The Value of Revelation 

 Revelation highlights a profound sense of the sovereignty of God in history, a high view of the person of 

Christ, and a clear sense of God’s actions in the future events that will consummate world history. 

 It shows that God alone is worthy of our worship, provides encouragement for those facing persecution and 

hardship associated with being a Christian, expresses the deity of Christ and His role in God’s plan, identifies 

Jesus as the Lamb of God, and focuses on the importance of His sacrifice. 
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 Revelation never provides a detailed list of the final events in history, but it reminds us of events that will 

profoundly affect our present existence.  The promised return of Christ provides a sense of hope and 

reverence for contemporary believers.  The description of the final judgment shows the seriousness with 

which God treats sin and encourages obedience among believers. 

 Christians who regularly read and reflect on Revelation will discover challenge, hope, encouragement, 

warning, and insight. 

 The Interpretation of Revelation 

 No other NT book poses more serious and difficult interpretive challenge than Revelation.  It is a mysterious 

book.  There are many, many things that are open to various interpretations.  Great caution should be used 

when attempting to be “situation specific” with various passages. 

 There are four main interpretive approaches 

 The preterist approach interprets Revelation as a description of first-century events in the Roman Empire.  

This view conflicts with the book’s own often repeated claim to be prophecy (1:3; 22:7, 10, 18-19).  It is 

impossible to see all the events in Revelation as already fulfilled.  The second coming of Christ, for example, 

obviously did not take place in the first century. 

 The historicist approach views Revelation as a panoramic view of church history from the apostolic times to 

the present—seeing in the symbolism such events as the barbarian invasions of Rome, the rise of the Roman 

Catholic church, the emergence of Islam, and the French Revolution.  It also ignores the time limitations the 

book itself places on the unfolding events.  Historicism has produced many different—and often 

conflicting—interpretations of the actual historical events contained in Revelation 

 The idealist approach interprets Revelation as a timeless depiction of the cosmic struggle between the forces 

of good and evil.  In this view, the book contains neither historical allusions nor predictive prophecy.  This 

view also ignores Revelation’s prophetic character, and if carried to its logical conclusion, severs the book 

from any connection with actual historical events.  Revelation then becomes merely a collection of stories 

designed to teach spiritual truth. 

 The futurist approach insists that the events of chapters 6-22 are yet future, and that those chapters literally 

and symbolically depict actual people and events yet to appear on the world scene.  It describes the events 

surrounding the second coming of Jesus Christ (6-19), the Millennium and final judgment (20), and the 

eternal state of every human (21-22).  Only this view does complete justice to Revelation’s claim to be 

prophecy and interprets the book by the same method as the rest of Scripture.   

 The best approach may be to interpret with both preterist and futurist eyes.  While it is obviously important 

to read Revelation from the perspective of the original readers, we must also catch the hope of Christ’s 

return, which is the focus of the book.  What John writes will apply directly to the generation that turns out 

to be the last; and every generation of Christians should read Revelation with the possibility in mind that 

they will be that one. 

 The Tribulation 

 The tribulation refers to that seven-year time period immediately following the removal (rapture) of the 

church from the earth, when the righteous judgments of God will be poured out on an unbelieving world.  

These judgments will be climaxed by the return of Christ in glory to earth.  The second half of the seven-

year period is specifically called in Revelation 7:14 “the great tribulation.” 
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 The Millennium 

 Revelation 20 includes six mentions of a kingdom that will last a thousand years.  There are three main 

views regarding the nature and duration of this period. 

 Premillennialists insist that the return of Christ will take place before the millennium begins.  Some 

emphasize that the return of Christ will occur in two stages.  The first stage will take place prior to the 

period of final judgment known as the tribulation.  This first stage of Jesus’ return is called the rapture.  

The second stage of Jesus’ return will occur at the end of the tribulation in the events described in 

Revelation 19:11-21.  Others argue that the return of Christ is a single-stage event that will occur at the 

close of the tribulation but prior to the beginning of the millennium. 

 Postmillennialists emphasize that the return of Christ will take place at the conclusion of the millennium.  

They feel that the return will occur at the close of a lengthy period of human progress (the millennium) 

in which the moral climate of the world is changed by a sweeping conversion of the world. 

 Amillennialists teach that the picture of Christ’s thousand-year reign in Revelation 20:1-6 is a symbol of 

his present spiritual kingdom at the right hand of God in heaven.  Many amillennialists suggest that he 

millennium is this present period of world history in which the gospel can spread freely and influence 

history by bringing people to faith in Christ. 

 Basic Contents 

 Messages to Seven Churches (3) 

 John begins by addressing seven churches that had begun to feel the effects of persecution, encouraging 

them to find hope in the fact that God is in control of human history, and though evil often seems 

pervasive and wicked men all-powerful, their ultimate doom is certain.  Christ will come in glory to 

judge and rule 

 Thus, he encourages his readers to develop the Christian graces of goodness, knowledge, self-control, 

perseverance, godliness, kindness, and love; fruitful Christians have an abundance of these qualities 

 The Throne in Heaven (4) 

 The vision of Christ among the churches is replaced with a vision of God on the heavenly throne 

carrying out His judgments in history. 

 The vision of chapter 4 answers the question, “Who is in charge of history?”  The picture of God in this 

chapter makes the answer clear. 

 The Scroll and the Lamb (5:1-14) 

 The scroll in this chapter symbolizes the final events of history that will be brought to completion by the 

work of Christ.  The lamb is a clear symbol for Christ. 

 The Seals, Trumpets, and Bowls (6-16) 

 The judgment of the seals will be spread throughout world history and will include some of the great 

affliction known as the tribulation.   

 The trumpet judgments will be scattered over the latter days of the world’s history, largely during the 

tribulation, and the bowl judgments will take place at the end. 

 The conclusion of the bowl judgments leads to the return of Christ and all other events 

 The Destruction of Babylon (17-18) 

 John described Babylon as the source of all efforts to entice human beings away from God.  The 

civilization Babylon developed was founded on principles that rested ultimately on Satan.  The evil 

Babylon produce would ultimately lead to its own destruction.  The fall of Babylon completely destroys 
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the economic prowess of pagan society.  The greed, love of luxury, pride, and immorality of Babylon 

will contribute to its downfall. 

 The Return of Christ (19) 

 John used the picture of a marriage to illustrate the new intimacy believers would soon begin to enjoy 

with Christ. 

 The “armies” accompanying Christ are heavenly angels.  The battle of Armageddon is described in 

19:17-21.  Rather than describe the battle itself, John pictured its results as a sweeping triumph for the 

forces of Christ.  Christ does not obtain His victory by using conventional military weapons but by a 

dazzling display of spiritual power.   

 The Millennium and Final Judgment (20) 

 The millennial reign will be followed by the final destruction of Satan and the final judgment.  AT the 

final judgment, the “book of life” represents a record of those who have responded in faith to Christ.  

Following the final judgment, unbelievers will experience the second death.  Their first death was 

physical; their second death in the lake of fire represents eternal separation from God. 

 The Consummation (21-22) 

 John pictured the entrance of believers into a final state of blessedness in the new heaven and the new 

earth. 

 The abolition of grief, pain, and other evil results of sin points to the beginning of the eternal state. 

 The establishment of the new order means that God will live among His people, and they will enjoy 

uninterrupted fellowship with Him. 
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